GOD’S DREAM… AND OURS

SET:  What did you like best about Mission Sunday?*  What would you change?*
READ:  Read John 3:16-17.  What is God’s motive?  What does God want to happen?  What does God not want to happen?  Read Mark 10:45.  How did Jesus sum up his mission statement?  Why would he choose such a painful and difficult path?  Read 1 Timothy 1:15.  What was God’s purpose in sending Jesus to this world?  Read 2 Peter 3:9.  Why does God keep delaying Judgment Day?  What does God want to happen?  Read Luke 15:10.  How big an event is it when one mixed-up, obscure person turns to God?
What theme do these verses have in common?  How does this theme tie the whole Bible together?
DISCUSS:  Read Isaiah 49:6.  What was the “small” task given to the servant?  How challenging was this “small” task?  How easy might it be to be so overwhelmed by the “small” task that one might overlook the larger task?  What was the larger task?  How does this larger task relate to the theme of the whole Bible?  What are some of the challenges that make this larger task difficult?  How does this verse relate to our congregation’s mission statement?  How easy might it be for Southwest to be so overwhelmed by “small” tasks that we might overlook the larger task?

THE ESSENTIAL QUESTION:  If it were up to your Life group, where would you send Southwest’s next missionaries?*  Why?*

NOTE:  A representative of the mission committee will call you shortly after your Life group meets to record your group’s answers to questions marked with an asterisk (*).  Thank you!
