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LIFE Group Lesson

From February 12, 2012 Sermon
4 Ten Challenge
1. Pray 10 minutes every day.

2. Read the Bible 10 minutes every day.

3. 3 and 4 will be discussed in subsequent weeks.
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,  so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  - 2 Timothy 3:16-17
·   Reasons we give for not studying the Bible 

·   We don’t have time.
·   We don’t understand the Bible.
·   We are not convinced of its value.
· Psalm 19:9, 10

·   Why it is important to read the Bible:

·   God commands it.
· Joshua 1:8; 2 Timothy 2:15

·   It increases our faith.
· Romans 10:17; Isaiah 55:11

·   It reinforces us against temptation.
· Psalm 119:9-11

·   It prepares us to share the Good News.
· Romans 1:16; 1 Peter 3:15

·   It enriches our life.  

· Psalm 19:7-9

· How can we study the Bible more effectively:

·   Begin with a set time every day.
·   Start at the right place.
·   Focus on content and not speed.
·   Memorize some scripture.
·   Be accountable to someone.
Ice Breaker Choices (pick one):
· When you were growing up, what was your favorite thing to read and why?
· Comics, news paper, a magazine, novels, etc.
· One of your own: ___________________________________________________

Discussion/Interaction:
· Leaders:  We have a heritage which is deep in the Word.  At the same time, it might be weakening.  We may not know the Word like we used to know it.  We may not apply the Word like we used to apply it.  Tonight, help your group come to terms with the need to be in the Word and be responsive to it; not merely to know that we should read, but to actually read and apply it.

· It is becoming clear that revival is important and needed at SW.  Continue to help your group come to terms with individual and corporate need for revival.  Certainly, knowing and applying the Word is part of that.

· Review Barry’s points and the scriptures he referenced (there is a lot, so leave time for the exercise that follows.  It is important.)
· Focus on the memory verses below.  Have everyone read it in their own version.  Spend some time on each phrase, thought, or item:
· All scripture (not just some we pick and choose).

· Inspired or God breathed (Source is God, not man.  It has authority.)
· It is useful for:  (But not if we don’t learn and apply it.)

· Teaching (Plan to teach.  Find the opportunity.  Commit.)

· Rebuking (Be bold.  Do not be timid in this.)

· Correcting (Again, be bold.)

· Training (We are obligated to train others.)

· Righteousness is the objective (it is not sufficient to merely suggest we are all sinners and therefore must live in some kind of unrighteousness.)

· We must use the Word for these things so that God’s people are equipped for good works.  (Otherwise the people of God are short changed.)
· Having discussed the passage, memorize the basic outline of the verse in as much depth as you can accomplish in a couple of minutes. (All scripture is inspired – It is useful for 4 things – Those things equip people.)
· Now pray through these verses.

· One of your own: ___________________________________________________
Conclusion/Application:
· Pledge to do the following.

· Read the Bible a minimum of 10 minutes each day for one month.
· Over time, gradually increase your time reading.

· The idea is that we don’t stop after a month, but that we grow in Bible reading and application over time.

· Memorize 2 Timothy 3:16-17
· All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
· One of your own: ___________________________________________________
