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LIFE Group Lesson

From January 3, 2010 Sermon

Abrahamic Faith

Hebrews 11:1-2, 6

Faith is not merely believing “in God”, simply that He exists.
It is “believing God” and acting on it.

1.
See Hebrews 11:1-2, 6 and 12:1
· Men of old had assurance/conviction and acted on it
· They effectively say, “I tell you, by the life I live, that God is faithful.”

2.
Genesis 22:1-17 records God’s test and Abraham’s faithful response.

· Abraham is an incredible witness.
· Went out from Ur (with no map)
· Believed the promise of a son (even when old and Sarah was barren)

· Now he saddled donkey, cut wood, and went

· Yes, he made mistakes.  But he did what God told him.

· So, how did Abraham do it; bind his son and place him on that alter?

· He regularly took steps in his life only because of the word of God and God’s influence in his life.     Ref: Hebrews 11:17-19.
3.
Another witness of old is Queen Esther.

· Who knows whether you have not attained royalty for such a time as this?
· If I perish, I perish.

· God’s providence in our lives can motivate us to action.
4.
Also, see Hebrews 12:1-4 
· When God wants you doing something difficult or frightening
· Consider Jesus.   Fix your eyes on Jesus
· Think of Abraham and the cloud of witnesses who testify to us.
· And act upon your assurance and conviction.

5.
Recognize that

· God invites us to see His providence and take steps of faith.

· God invites us to a time such as this, where no one will stand again.

· Our faith and our actions will change the world…one way or the other.

If you need to rise early, saddle the donkey, and go….do it!
Ice Breaker:

· What are some things that you don’t see, yet know exist?

· Why?
· Have you listened to witnesses in a court?
· Did they influence your opinion about the case?
· _________________________________________________________________

Discussion/Interaction

· Review the following scriptures as appropriate, as well as the points that Craig made.  Hebrews 11:1-2, 6, 17-19; 12:1-4; Genesis 22:1-17; Esther 4:14-16
· Discuss the significant nature of God’s test of Abraham.

· Have you been tested in such a significant way?
· Do you believe that God calls you to 

· Do things that you do not currently do?
· Go where you have not been?
· What is the essence of faith in your life?
· Does your life testify to the faithfulness of God?

· _________________________________________________________________

Conclusion/Application

· As you enter the new year:

· Recognize the providential nature of your circumstances, that God has placed you here and now.

· Read one whole book of the New Testament and ask yourself, “What does God ask of me in response to this text?”
· Then do it.
· Memorize 

· Hebrews 11:1-2 and 11:6

· Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  For by it the men of old gained approval
· And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him
· _________________________________________________________________

