LIFE Group Lesson

From October 25, 2009 Sermon
A Whole New You!

Experiencing God’s Extreme Makeover

Lesson #5 - A Whole New Voice  (Proverbs 18:21)
· 2 Cor 5:17    Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!
· Eph 2:10    For we are God’s masterpiece.  He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago. 
· Prov. 18:21  The tongue has the power of life and death…
 

The tongue has the ability to do much good.

· Proverbs 15:4, 23
· 1 Thessalonians 5:11

 
The tongue has the ability to do much harm.
· Proverbs 11:9; 12:18

 

Why should I control my tongue?
#1  Because my tongue wants to control me. -                         

· James 3:2-5
#2  Because Satan wants to control my tongue.  

· James 3:6-8
· Matthew 12:36, 37  But I tell you that men will have to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word they have spoken. 37For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.
#3  Because a Christ-like person is consistent with his/her words.

· James 3:9-12
· Matt. 12:34   ...For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the heart
 

How can I control my tongue?
#1 I need to give control of my tongue to God. 

· Colossians 3:17

· Psalm 141:3  Set a guard over my mouth, O LORD;  keep watch over the door of my lips. 
· Psalm 19:14  May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight…
#2 Sometimes it’s better to just “bite” my tongue.

· Proverbs 10:19; 17:28

#3 I need to answer with a gentle response.
· Proverbs 15:1

#4 I need to realize that God hears every word I say.
    
 

Ice Breaker:

· Have you ever done one of these?  Describe your experience.

· Ridden a horse

· Piloted a ship/boat

· Started a forest fire or a grass fire?

· _________________________________________________________________
Discussion/Interaction

· Review the sermon outline and scriptures as appropriate, as well as the points that Barry made.  Especially look at James 3:1-12
· Why is it important to control our tongues?
· Share a time when you said something and immediately wish you had not.

· Is there anything that has been said to you or about you that still hurts?  
· _________________________________________________________________
Conclusion/Application

· Ask someone close to you to hold you accountable for your words this week.
· Memorize Col 3:16-17

· Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.

· And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.

· _________________________________________________________________
