LIFE Group Lesson

From November 22, 2009 Sermon

The Father Loves Us As His Own

(1 John 3:1-10)

 
One of the primary reasons John wrote this epistle is to give assurance to Christians who are battling feelings of insecurity in their relationship with God.
 

 

God’s love is astonishing when we consider:

1. Who we were when God initiated this relationship with us: 

a. Romans 5:8, 10  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us...10For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 
 

2. The price God had to pay for this relationship with us:
a. John 3:16  For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,[f] that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
b. Revelation 5:9  And they sang a new song: "You are worthy to take the scroll and   to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. 
c. 1 John 3:16

 
3. The quality of love in this relationship  
a. Ephesians 3:17b-19a  ...And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge…
                                                                                                                                               Two truths about the richness of God’s Love:
1.  God loves us in spite of our being unlovely.

 

2.  God loves us too much to allow us to remain unlovely.  

· John mentions two gifts of love that God gives us to help us live up to our new identity as children of God:

· The gift of Christ, who has set us free from the bondage of Satan.

· The gift of the Holy Spirit who shapes our character as children of God.

 

Ice Breaker:

· Can you think of a knock-off brand of something, an imitation, that is just not nearly as good as the original brand or product?  What is it?  Why isn’t it as good?
· _________________________________________________________________
Discussion/Interaction

· Review the sermon outline and scriptures as appropriate, as well as the points that Barry made.  Especially look at 1 John 3:1-10, Rom. 5:8-10, John 3:16, Rev. 5:9, 1 John 3:16, Eph. 3:17b-19a.
· Why is it important that God initiated the relationship with us?
· What is it about the price that God paid that makes it so high?

· What might happen if God’s love was not of high quality?

· For what are you most thankful regarding God’s love?

· _________________________________________________________________
Conclusion/Application

· Every day this week, thank God for His amazing love for you.
· Memorize 1 John 3:1a, Eph 3:17a-19b, or both:
· 1John 3:1  See how great a love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of God; and such we are…
· Eph 3:17b-19a   …and that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge…
· _________________________________________________________________
