LIFE Group Lesson

From December 6, 2009 Sermon

Breaking News
The Christmas Story Brings Hope
(Luke 1:26-56)

 
 

1. Points from the Video
a. If you take God out of the equation, the Christmas Story sounds outrageous.

b. People didn’t believe Mary’s story.

i. Mt. 1:18-19
c. It is not outrageous if you look at scripture. 
i. Isaiah 7:14; 9:6-7
ii. Micah 5:2
2. The Hope of Christmas
a. Mary received hope in this message.

i. Jesus was the promised Messiah

b. Joseph had hope in this message.

i. Jesus would save people from their sins.

c. We receive hope in this message.
3. The Christmas Story Brings Hope
a. Because Jesus came to erase our sins and guilt.

i. Rom 8:1

ii. Acts 3:19

iii. Acts 22:16

b. Because Jesus came to transform our problems.

i. Rom 8:28

ii. Heb 12:2-3
Ice Breaker:

· Have you ever had something unbelievable happen to you? 
· What happened when you told others?

· Did they believe you?
· _________________________________________________________________
Discussion/Interaction

· Review the following scriptures as appropriate, as well as the points that Barry made.  Luke 1:26-56; Mt 1:18-19; Isaiah 7:14; Isaiah 9:6-7; Micah 5:2; Rom 8:1; Acts 3:19; Acts 22:16; Rom 8:28; Heb 12:2-3
· Is the virgin birth believable?  Why or why not?

· Is the virgin birth something that we need to believe?

· (Hint:  Yes!)

· Why?  (It is critical to the entire message of the Gospel.  The love of God.  The mercy of God.  The nature or Jesus.  The fulfillment of prophecy.  Etc.)

· Is it important to believe that God does the miraculous?

· How important is it to have hope?
· How does the Christmas story provide hope?

· How does this hope help?

· In good times?

· In bad times?

· Anytime?

· Looking back, can you think of a time when something bad in your life worked out for good to you?  (Rom 8:28)
· When it happened, could you see the potential good?

· Does seeing God at work in this give you hope during present trials?

· _________________________________________________________________
Conclusion/Application

· This week, read again Luke 1:26-56.  Then:
· Meditate on the word.
· Pray a prayer of thanksgiving for the hope Jesus brings to your life.
· Memorize Isaiah 7:14:
· Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.
· _________________________________________________________________
