LIFE Group Lesson

From December 20, 2009 Sermon

Breaking News
The Christmas Story Brings Faith
(Mt 2:1-12)

 
 

1. God has created us to be seekers
a. Acts 17:26-28
i. God created us with a God-sized vacuum that only He can fill.
b. The wise men’s journey was a journey of faith. 
i. God called them by getting their attention where their interest was
1. The stars 
ii. God’s calling coupled with their desire to seek Him out caused them to embark on a journey of faith
iii. What is the definition of faith?
1. Hebrews 11:1 
iv. Only this kind of faith pleases God
1. Hebrews 11:6
2. How does the Christmas Story bring faith to us?
a. It all starts with God’s calling 
i. The Bible paints of a picture of a God who seeks us
1. 2 Chronicles 16:9a
2. John 4:23
3. Luke 19:10
b. God will use different things to get our attention 

c. God uses a lot of ways to get our attention, but the only way to Jesus is through His word, the Bible
i. 1 Cor. 15:1, 2; 
ii. Romans 10:17f
d. If you don’t have room for Jesus in your life there are only two reasons 

i. You don’t really know who He is… 
ii. Your room is occupied by something else.
Ice Breaker:

· What is the most amazing thing you have ever seen in the sky?  Answers could include things like:
· Northern lights

· Comet

· Shooting star

· Space station

· What about it amazed you?
· _________________________________________________________________
Discussion/Interaction

· Review the following scriptures as appropriate, as well as the points that Barry made.  Mt 2:1-12; Acts 17:26-28; Hebrews 11:1, 6; 2 Chronicles 16:9a; John 4:23; Luke 19:10; 1 Cor. 15:1, 2; Romans 10:17f
· Would you ever go somewhere not knowing where you were going?  

· Under what kinds of conditions?

· Does God call us to action like that?

· Have you ever seen someone take a step of faith that shows the unseen? 

· Here are some Biblical examples from Hebrews 11:

· Noah built an ark.  It was evidence that a flood was coming

· Abraham offered up Isaac.  It was evidence that God would give Isaac back to him.
· Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau.  It was evidence of things to come.

· Joshua and the Israelites marched around Jericho for seven days.  It was evidence that God would give Jericho into their hands (and the walls fell).
· How has God gotten your attention?  

· Consequences of sin

· Kindness of a stranger

· Hearing His Word

· Etc.

· Once God got your attention, how did he develop faith in you?
· Rom 10:17f?
· _________________________________________________________________
Conclusion/Application

· This week, read again Luke Mt2:1-12.  Then:
· Meditate on the word.
· Pray a prayer of thanksgiving for faith.
· Memorize Heb 11:6
· "And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.”
· _________________________________________________________________
