LIFE Group Lesson

From December 27, 2009 Sermon

Breaking News
The Christmas Story Brings Joy
(Lk 2:10-11)

 
AIM – We should celebrate Christ constantly and make Jesus more than our seasonal savior.  When we do we will find true joy.

Introduction:

A. With Christmas over, we will soon take down the lights, ribbons and Christmas decorations.

B. The world will go back to its “normal pace” without Christ, without His Word, and living as if though Jesus did not exist.

C. It is as though we also put Christ away in storage until next year.  When we do that we miss out on so much and don’t take advantage of the power that is available to us every day through Jesus.

I. Jesus came to earth to completely transform our lives:

A. Jesus came to enter our human experience – John 1:1-4, 14

B. Jesus came to serve – Mark 10:45

C. Jesus grew up and became man. – Luke 2:52

D. Jesus came to enlighten us – John 8:12; 31, 32, 34-36

E. Jesus came to give us an abundant life – John 10:10

F. Jesus came to give us a complete joy – John 15:10, 11

II. How does Jesus bring joy into your lives?

A. The angel said to the shepherds in Luke 2:10 – “…I bring good news of great joy that will be for all the people.”

1.  The word great is the word MEGAS in the Greek and gives the idea that this a “Mega joy”

2. In the sermon on the mount Jesus said His followers are “Blessed” 9 times.

a.   The word “Blessed” in the original means “Supremely happy” it is a “God-like” joy.

b. It is a sacred delight God gives his followers.

B. What is the source of our joy?  It is knowing that God is on our side, it is the presence of God in our lives.

1. Zephaniah 3:17

2. Romans 8:31-39

C. In the Christmas story we see that God wants us to have hope, peace, and faith.

1. When you have these 3 things, joy is sure to follow!

2. We need more than a seasonal Savior, we need an everyday Savior who is always present in our lives!

Ice Breaker:

· Now that Christmas is over, how are things different than just a week or two ago?
· When do you take down decorations?
· When do the sounds of Christmas cease?
· When does it feel like you are “back to normal”?

· Are you touched during the Christmas season by the Christmas message?
· Have you made a New Year’s resolution?  Is it spiritual or temporal in nature?
· _________________________________________________________________
Discussion/Interaction

· Review the following scriptures as appropriate, as well as the points that Barry made.  John 1:1-4, 14; Mark 10:45; Luke 2:52; John 8:12; 31, 32, 34-36; John 10:10; John 15:10, 11; Luke 2:10; Zephaniah 3:17;  Romans 8:31-39

· Pick one of these truths about Jesus and comment about how it has impacted you personally.

· Jesus came to enter our human experience 

· Jesus came to serve.
· Jesus grew up and became man.

· Jesus came to enlighten us.
· Jesus came to give us an abundant life.
· Other?
· In what ways does Jesus give you joy?
· How do you show it?

· How do others see it in you?

· _________________________________________________________________
Conclusion/Application

· As you enter the new year:
· Give daily attention to Jesus.  Have Him be your savior every day.
· Let the joy that Jesus gives you go from your head, to your heart, to your face.  Let others see it.
· Memorize 
· Lu 2:10-11 
· “And the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which shall be for all the people; for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”
· _________________________________________________________________
