LIFE Group Lesson

From January 17, 2010 Sermon
A Family Wish List

I Wish My Parents Would
(Deuteronomy 6:2-9)

 
Four dominant requests expressed by our children:

 

1.  Children want marital harmony in the home.
· "...Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it.” Genesis 1:28

· For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh.  - Genesis 2:24
· Malachi 2:14, 15

 

   Parents need to love each other demonstrably.

· Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her - Ephesians 5:25

 

 2.  Children want additional freedom.
 Wise parents give their children freedom progressively.

· Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. - Ephesians 6:4
· Colossians 3:21

 

 There are two extremes that can “exasperate” your children:
· When you are too strict.
· When you are too lenient.
 
3.  Children want frequent affirmation.

How do we affirm our children?

· We affirm them verbally with encouragement
· We affirm them physically.

· We affirm them by giving them our time.

· Josh McDowell says, “Kids spell love T – I – M – E.”

· Affirmation needs to be balanced by teaching our children that ultimate approval comes from God.
· “...Did not Hezekiah fear the LORD and seek his favor?”   - Jeremiah 26:19
· But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. - Matthew 6:33
· Deuteronomy 6:2-9
 

4.  Children want their parents to have spiritual maturity and salvation. 

· For he says, "In the time of my favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you. I tell you, now is the time of God's favor, now is the day of salvation.” - 2 Corinthians 6:2
Ice Breaker:

· Have parenting practices changed since you were a child?  
· If so, how?

· Or, how do parenting practices differ in your home compared to others?

· _________________________________________________________________
Discussion/Interaction

· Review the following scriptures as appropriate, as well as the points that Barry made.  Genesis 2:24; Deuteronomy 6:2-9; Malachi 2:14, 15; Ephesians 5:25; Ephesians 6:4; 2 Corinthians 6:2
· What is the role of parents in the home?  Some ideas follow:
· Authority?

· Discipline?

· Love?

· Understanding?

· Leading in the relationships?

· What contributes to effective relationships between parents and children?
· What contributes to ineffective relationships between parents and children?

· What one thing are at the top of your list as the most important (one or two) attributes that parents can have when it comes to raising children.  For leaders to consider:  

· One might be that parents actually live lives consistent with their faith/values (integrity vs. hypocrites).

· Another is for the parents to love one another.  Children are raised to leave and cleave.  They thrive on having Mom and Dad love each other.
· _________________________________________________________________
Conclusion/Application

· What tribute statement would you want your child/children to make/say about you when you are 80?
· What things can/will you do or change in support of that?

· _______________________________

· _______________________________

· If you don’t have children, what can/will you do to help others who are parents or to prepare for the day you may have children?

· _______________________________

· _______________________________

· Memorize 
· Ephesians 6:4  
· Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. 

· _________________________________________________________________
