LIFE Group Lesson

From January 24, 2010 Sermon
A Family Wish List

I Wish My Children Would…
Parents want their elementary age children to:
 #1  Show first - time obedience.
· Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.  Honor your father and mother, (which is the first commandment with a promise), so that it may be well with you, and that  you may live long on the earth - Ephesians 6:1, 2
· Hear, my son, your father’s instruction.  And do not forsake your mother’s teaching.  Indeed, they are a graceful wreath to your head, and ornaments about your neck. - Proverbs 1:8, 9
· Luke 3:41-52

 #2  Get along with their brothers and  sisters.

· Now, about brotherly love we do not need to write you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each other. - 1 Thessalonians 4:9
· If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. - Romans 12:18

 

Parents want their teenage children to:

#1  Be faithful to the Lord and be baptized.
· He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved.  - Mark 16:16

#2  To remain morally pure.
· Even a child is know by his actions, by whether his conduct is pure and right. - Proverbs 20:11
· Luke 15:11-32

Parents are concerned about the consequences of sin:

#1  Sin always leaves a scar.
#2   You have no guarantee that you’re going to live long enough to come back.

#3   You might miss out on opportunities because of wasted years. 

· Psalm 119:9-11

 

Parents want their adult children to:

#1  Have an ongoing relationship with them.

· Children’s children are a crown to the aged, and parents are the pride of their children. - Proverbs 17:6
· Matthew 15:1-9

#2  To be faithful to the Lord.
· I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth.            - 3 John 1:4

 

Ice Breaker:

· What public behavior of children (good or bad) have you observed recently?  

· What impression did it leave in your mind?  
· Did you say anything?

· Did you want to?

· _________________________________________________________________
Discussion/Interaction

· Review the following scriptures as appropriate, as well as the points that Barry made.  Ephesians 6:1, 2; Proverbs 1:8, 9; 1 Thessalonians 4:9; Romans 12:18; Mark 16:16; Proverbs 20:11; Psalm 119:9-11; Proverbs 17:6; Matthew 15:1-9; 3 John 1:4

· Based upon the demographics of your LIFE Group, you can tailor the questions appropriately.  Some may focus on parenting of small children while others may focus on being faithful adult children, etc.  Each LIFE Group member should at some point during the discussion consider their role as children and siblings. 

· As parents, how can we facilitate first time obedience?
· What can we do to be 

· Can you share some scars from past sin in your life?

· Can you illustrate wasted lives and wasted time due to sin in your life or lives of others?

· Do you get along with your parents?

· Do you get along with your siblings?
· _________________________________________________________________
Conclusion/Application

· What behavior or relationship with family do you need to improve?
· What can/will you do to make that improvement?

· _______________________________

· _______________________________

· Memorize 
· 3 John 1:4  
· I have no greater joy than this, to hear of my children walking in the truth.
· _________________________________________________________________
