LIFE Group Lesson

From January 31, 2010 Sermon
A Family Wish List

I Wish My Husband Would…
 

I wish my husband would communicate with me:
· My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry. - James 1:19

· Newsweek survey - “The average couple communicates a total of four minutes a day.  That’s 30 minutes a week.”

· 85 % of all problems in marriage are caused by poor communication.
 

I wish my husband would commit time to our family:
· Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, making the most of your time, because the days are evil.  - Ephesians 5:15, 16
 

I wish my husband would love me:

· Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her. - Ephesians 5:25
· Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs  with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers. - 1 Peter 3:7
· Philippians 2:3-5

· Every man should ask himself these two questions:
· What is it like to be married to me
· Do I want my daughter to marry someone like me
I wish my husband would spiritually lead our family:
· If a mother brings the kids to church regularly when they grow up 34 % will stay engaged in the life of the church.

· If a father brings the kids to church regularly when they grow up 91 % will stay engaged in the life of the church.
· He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect.  (If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God's church?).   - 1 Timothy 3:4, 5
· ...but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. - Joshua 24:15

 

  

 
Ice Breaker:

· What was it like growing up in your home, with your father/parents?

· What characteristics did your father manifest?  
· Do you (men and women) model those?

· _________________________________________________________________
Discussion/Interaction

· Review the following scriptures as appropriate, as well as the points that Barry made.  James 1:19; Ephesians 5:15, 16; Ephesians 5:25; 1 Peter 3:7; Philippians 2:3-5; 1 Timothy 3:4, 5; Joshua 24:15
· Based upon the demographics of your LIFE Group, you can tailor the questions appropriately.  Focus on those things that apply most to your group.  Each person should consider the positive characteristics referenced for husbands as they apply to themselves (as husbands, wives, friends, children, etc.)
· Am I quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to anger?

· Do I communicate well with those around me?

· Do I spend time with those I should?

· Do I manifest my love for my spouse, family, and friends?

· Do I take practical steps in my life to improve my spirituality and the spirituality of those around me?

· _________________________________________________________________
Conclusion/Application

· What behavior or relationship with family or friends do you need to improve?
· What can/will you do to make that improvement?

· _______________________________

· _______________________________

· Memorize 
· James 1:19
· My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry.
· _________________________________________________________________
