LIFE Group Lesson

From February 7, 2010 Sermon
A Family Wish List

I Wish My Wife Would…
 

I wish my wife would be content.
Areas where wives are discontented:

· Some wives are discontented with what they have.
· 1 Timothy 6:6-10

· Some wives are discontented with who they are.
· Some wives are discontented with how they look.
· What does God consider beautiful?
· 1 Samuel 16:7 ...for God sees not as a man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.

· 1 Peter 3:1-6

· Be beautiful through your godly conduct.
· Be beautiful through your inner character.
· Be beautiful through your faithful courage.
 

I wish my wife would be encouraging.
· Every man wants to be the hero in the eyes of his wife.

· Ephesians 5:33  Nevertheless, each individual among you also is to love his own wife even as himself, and the wife must see to it that she respects her husband.
· Proverbs 27:15  A constant dripping on a day of steady rain and a contentious wife are alike. 
· 2 Samuel 6:14-23

 

I wish my wife would be more affectionate and fulfill my sexual needs.
· 1 Corinthians 7:4-5  The wife's body does not belong to her alone but also to her husband. In the same way, the husband's body does not belong to him alone but also to his wife. Do not deprive each other except by mutual consent and for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer. Then come together again so that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control. 
I wish my wife would forgive me.
· Colossians 3:13-15
· Ephesians 4:32  Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ has forgiven you. 
· 1 Corinthians 13:5  ...love does not take into account a wrong suffered.    

                        

Ice Breaker:

· What was it like growing up in your home, with your mother/parents?

· What characteristics did your mother manifest?  
· Do you (men and women) model those?

· _________________________________________________________________
Discussion/Interaction

· Review the following scriptures as appropriate, as well as the points that Barry made.  1 Tim. 6:6-10; 1 Samuel 16:7; 1 Peter 3:1-6; Eph. 5:33; Proverbs 27:15;    2 Samuel 6:14-23; 1 Cor. 7:4-5; Col. 3:13-15; Eph. 4:32; 1 Cor. 13:5
· Look more deeply into 1 Timothy 6:6-10 and 1 Peter 3:1-6 and consider that both men and women need to be content and have:
· Godly conduct.
· Inner character.
· Faithful courage.
· Also, encouragement, affection, and forgiveness are qualities for all of us.
· Based upon the demographics of your LIFE Group, you can tailor additional questions appropriately.  Focus on those things that apply most to your group.  
· Many people confess that they treat their own spouses worse than they treat anyone else.  Why might that be?  Some answers might be:

· They feel accepted, thus don’t find the need to overcome their own weaknesses.

· Weaknesses or bad habits in their spouses bother them more than the same thing in others.

· They know how to “get under their skin”.

· They return evil for evil with their spouses.
· What personal qualities are most important for people to have great marriages? 
· Other relationships?
· _________________________________________________________________
Conclusion/Application

· What behavior or relationship with family or friends do you need to improve?
· What can/will you do to make that improvement?

· _______________________________

· _______________________________

· Memorize Ephesians 4:32  

· Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ has forgiven you.
· _________________________________________________________________
