LIFE Group Lesson

From February 14, 2010 Sermon
Have Mercy
(Matthew 9:9-13; 12:1-14)

 
There were 2 things the Pharisees accused Jesus of doing that had some basis of truth:

 

#1 He was accused of hanging out with the wrong crowd.

· Matthew 9:9-13
#2 He was accused of violating the Sabbath (as they saw it).

· Matthew 12:1-14
The main purpose of the Old Testament was to teach 2 things
· Love God with all your being.

· Love your neighbor as yourself.

· Mathew 22:35-40
 

What the Bible says about mercy:

#1  To truly understand God and accurately interpret scripture, we must see through the lens of mercy.
· If you want to understand God start with mercy.
· Ephesians 2:4, 5; Titus 3:4, 5;  1 Peter 1:3;  Matthew 23:23
#2  The absence of mercy cannot be made good by religious activity.

· Micah 6:6-8;  Luke 10:35, 36

To practice mercy we must refuse to be isolated from those who need it:
· John 12:26
Our “One is Within my Reach” goal should be motivated by 2 things:

#1  Because I love God and want to bring joy to His heart.
#2  Because I care about people and want what is best for them. 

Ice Breaker:

· How often do you encounter the down and out?
· Why do you believe they are in their circumstances?

· Are your encounters only visual or do you engage in conversation or other ways?

· _________________________________________________________________
Discussion/Interaction

· Review the following scriptures as appropriate, as well as the points that Barry made.  Matthew 9:9-13; Matthew 12:1-14; Mathew 22:35-40; Ephesians 2:4-5; Titus 3:4-5;  1 Peter 1:3;  Matthew 23:23; Micah 6:6-8;  Luke 10:35, 36; John 12:26
· Can you be accused of hanging out with the wrong crowd, but for good reasons?  
· Explain.
· Have you shown mercy to others at times that were inconvenient to you?
· Can you tell about those times?
· Have people take a moment to answer each of these confidentially:  If you were to rate mercy giving on a scale of 0 to 10, what score would you give 

· The USA?

· Evangelical churches at large?

· Our congregation?

· Yourself?

Then ask what their scores lead them to think, especially about their own mercy giving.  It could generate some interesting conversation. 
· Make application of “One is within my reach”.

· Giving mercy

· How this helps people see Jesus and be drawn to Him.

· _________________________________________________________________
Conclusion/Application

· What can you do to help someone who is down and out?
· What will you do?

· _______________________________

· _______________________________

· Memorize Matthew 9:12 

· But when He heard this, He said, “It is not those who are healthy who need a physician, but those who are sick.”
· _________________________________________________________________
