LIFE Group Lesson

From February 21, 2010 Sermon
The Christ

The Cost

The Commitment

(Matthew 16:13-26)

Introduction:
The church:

4:  Helps me to apply the Bible to my life.

3:  Helps me to develop a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.

2:  Helps me understand the Bible in greater depth.

1:  Challenges me to grow and take the next steps.
Menu - Page 1:  The Christ  (Mt. 16:13-20)

· The Son of the Living God.
Menu - Page 2:  The Cost  (Mt. 16:21-23)

· The suffering and death of Jesus.

Menu - Page 3:  The Commitment  (Mt. 16:24-26)

· Deny myself, take up my cross , and follow Jesus.

Conclusion:
· Jesus never said, “I’m sorry that you will suffer.”

Ice Breaker:

· When you are shopping, how do you determine value?
· Do you ever purchase things without looking at the price?

· Tell about a time you were willing to “pay anything” for something, because your need was so great or the occasion so special?

· _________________________________________________________________
Discussion/Interaction

· Review Matthew 16:13-26, as well as the points that Craig made.  
· How valuable is the Gospel of Jesus?

· Have you ever heard of someone discouraging another from stepping faithfully into the will of God because of the risk involved?

· Have you ever done that?

· Has it happened to you?
· How have you been challenged by the church and by God’s Word to grow and take the next step?
· When have you said, “Yes”?
· When have you said, “No”?
· Answer these questions to yourselves and then let’s share our thoughts with one another.  (NOTE:  The specific answers to these two questions are not found in the Matthew text, but in our broader reading of the scripture and our understanding of God’s Word and will.)
· What is the will of God?
· What is it that He is waiting for us/me/you to do?
· _________________________________________________________________
Conclusion/Application

· Make application of “Deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.”

· What will you do to grow and take the next step in your walk with Jesus?

· _______________________________

· _______________________________

· Memorize Matthew 16:24 

· Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.”
· _________________________________________________________________
