LIFE Group Lesson

From March 7, 2010 Sermon
Are you a Thermometer or a Thermostat?  
Mark 16:15-16

 
A.  How do we set the climate for church growth? 
(Provide the missing ingredient: prayer)
Psalm 127:1  “Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build it.”
1.  Pray for our leaders.
2.  Pray for the sermons and lessons that are preached and taught at Southwest.

3.  Pray for the lost.

4.  Pray for courage.
 

Acts 4:29, 31  “Now, Lord consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness... After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was Shaken.  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly.”
B.  Understand the importance of vision:

Vision is a clear mental image of a preferable future based on an accurate understanding of God and His will.
 

1.  Vision for this church.
 

2.  Vision for people.
 
Ephesians 3:20  “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to the power that is at work within us…”
 

Ice Breaker:

· When was the last time you did one of the following?
· Cooked a meal or threw a party for 10 or more people

· Went on a vacation that took you to two or more other states or countries

· Purchased a coordinated “outfit” (clothing)
· How did it turn out?
· What contributed to a good outcome?

· NOTE to leaders:  The idea is that having a vision is important.

· _________________________________________________________________
Discussion/Interaction

· Review the passages in the outline, as well as the points that Barry made.  Especially consider Mark 16:15-16; Psalm 127:1; Acts 4:29, 31; Ephesians 3:20

· What do you believe a faithful prayer life would look like?

· Do you do that?

· What can you change?

· What is (are) the dominate content(s) of prayers in the New Testament?
· NOTE:  A whole lot more to do with spiritual and eternal things than with physical and temporal things.

· Is there something to learn from that?

· What is God’s vision for this church?

· What can we (you and I personally and together) do to fulfill it?
· _________________________________________________________________
Conclusion/Application

· Will you pray for specific lost people?

· Make a list for yourself and share with others as appropriate
· _______________________________

· _______________________________

· _______________________________

· Memorize Psalm 127:1  

· “Unless the Lord builds the house, they labor in vain who build it.”
· _________________________________________________________________
